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Parshas Bamidbar

* Translator’s Note: see pages 5-6 for
comprehensive Eng|is]1 commentary.

11) One of the concepts in the [Torah]
portions of Bamidbar and Nasso, the
common concept- regarding the
Sanctuary in the desert and regarding the
duty [to] distribute [jobs] in connection
with bringing the Sanctuary from place

to place.

This emphasizes that even when Jews
find themselves in a desert they have the
ability to erect a Holy place, a Sanctuary
for the G-dly presence to rest among
Jews in general and in every Jew

specifically.

Just like there is in a sense a physical
desert- a wilderness, where it [is] ruled
[by] extreme climates elements and all
sorts [of] threats, also there exists a
spiritual desert, where it is ruled by
harmful spiritual ideas, and this can also
be in a land that is in physicality, a
flourishing garden.

The Holy Torah teaches us that when one
is located in a spiritual desert, we can
and- we need and must set up a
Sanctuary, carrying it and going onward
in the steps of the G-dly presence. Until
we come to the G-d blessed Holy Land.
To the true and complete Redemption

through our Righteous Moshiach.

12) This is an instruction for every Jew,
but especially for Jewish women, since it
is

well known, that by erecting the
Sanctuary, the women themselves replied
[and complied] first [to help], even
earlier [than] the men.

In this Spiritual desert of certain circles
that is ruled by them a wilderness and
emptiness from Judaism in general,
discouraged from Chassidic [way of] life
especially, women have the great and
everlasting merit to be the first to erect a

Sanctuary to G-d.

[We] especially need to remember the
necessity to also give attention to the
young children, since, as we see clearly,
that we begin to educate, a child in a
certain direction at an early age- one
merits with much more success and with

greater and better results.

(From a Sicha of Motzai Shabbos Kodesh
Bamidbar 5717)
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1) In the “Sidra” [Torah portion] which
we have began to read, recounts that
Hashem had said to Moshe our Teacher,
that after he had counted the Jews-
“Bring near the tribe of Levi”, he should
[bring close] from between all the Jews
the tribe of Levi, they should do the
service in the Sanctuary and subsequently
in the Temple, in this is consisted the
obligation of the tribe of Levi that they
were the representatives of all the Jews to
do the Service of the Sanctuary and
Temple, and through this also to draw
down to them all the blessing from G-d
to the Jews, which come through [their]

service.

2) The Midrash brings on this the verse
“The Righteous flourish like palm trees
he grows tall like a cedar in Lebanon, the
Ba’al Shem Tov [explains]-

And this years [5720 or 1960] first day of
Shavous is 200 years from the
anniversary of [The Ba’al Shem Tov’s]
death, that this is also the day in which
The Torah was given, which is a lesson to
all Jews until the end of all generations-

That these are 2 kinds of Righteous
people, there is a righteous man which

is compared to a palm tree- a date tree,
and there is a righteous man which is

compared to a cedar- a cedar tree.

A cedar tree has in it many advantages, it
is strong, tall and beautiful, but he
doesn’t have any fruits, versus a palm
tree that doesn’t have these advantages,
but it has other advantages and a main
point,- the palm tree flourishes, he makes
flourish beautiful and sweet fruits, which
give strength and health to the one who

eats them.

The same thing is by the righteous
people, all Jews are righteous as it is
written “The entire nation is Righteous”,
regarding this there are 2 services to

Hashem:

There is a Righteous man- explains the
Ba’al Shem Tov- that is similar to a cedar
tree, but he doesn’t have any fruits, he
learns Torah, he does Mitzvahs, but it is
all for himself alone, he does not
influence others, he is- a righteous
person and he receives a reward from G-
d, like a strong tree- strong, tall and
beautiful- but this is not the ultimate
[purpose] that G-d wants.
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The ultimate [purpose] that G-d wants
is- we should be like a flourishing palm
tree- [that] bring[s] good and sweet fruit,
i.e. Hashem desires that we should give
away of one’s own time ability and
energy, which is possible to use for
himself and we should use it to affect
other Jews, that the second Jew should
become such a [person]- which Hashem
says that he is a good and sweet fruit,
and when he affects the other, then he is
called a palm tree, on which it states the
praise- like a palm tree that Aourishes.

3) The abovementioned explanation of
the verse, The Ba’al Shem Tov has given
over to his students and his student’s
students, among them to the Alter Rebbe
[the fist Rebbe of Chabad] and further
until the [Previous Lubavitcher] Rebbe
who demands that we can serve Hashem
also with the first way and also then still
be a righteous person, and we have
advantages of being tall, strong and
beautiful, but it is not the purpose and
main road which G-d Desires, this way
that G-d Desires is, that one should not
withhold any time and any energy and
give over of this until the inner powers of
the soul, to affect a[nother Jew], and the

entire surroundings.

In this way the Ba’al Shem Tov himself
went, and he has also given this over to

the leaders

of the Chassidic movement in general, to
the leaders of Chabad, and to all the
Chassidim, that every one of them,
should go on this path, this is the path of
light [of G-d], the path that transforms
darkness to light.

4) The abovementioned is also the path
and obligation of the tribe of Levi not
only for himself alone, rather also all the

representatives and leaders of the Jews.

And even though there may be “tribes”,
Jews which have not come to the idea
and conviction, but we need to lead
ourselves in this path that the Ba’al Shem
Tov has shown us, to do with himself and
with everyone, to make himself and
everyone into a flourishing palm tree
with good sweet fruits, and this we need
to do with our soul and life, developing
in ourselves the deep abilities, to affect
everything around in his portion, to make
the world as it should be, purer, higher,
with more light and holiness
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Parshas Bamidbar

1) The Torah portions of Bamidbar and Nasso both deal with the travels of
the Mishkan (Tabernacle-Sanctuary) in the desert and the distribution of the
duties involved with disassembling, assembling and carrying it from place to

place.

This emphasizes that even when Jews find themselves in a desert, in a place
void of holiness and desolate of humanity, they have the ability to erect a
Holy Sanctuary for the G-dly presence to rest. And this is true for each and
every Jew specifically. Even one Jew has the power to transform the world for

good.

Just like there is a physical desert a barren no-man's- ruled by extreme
climates, and dangers, so also there exists a spiritual desert; ruled by harmful
spiritual ideas (even if it appears in a land that is physically a flourishing,
plush civilization. Nevertheless in such a place one can 'die' from spiritual

thirst, hunger, snakes or scorpions).

But we must remember that the Torah, in the Holy of Holies, was the main
feature in the Tabernacle! Namely that by learning Torah we have the power
to not only build a Sanctuary in such a spiritual desert but even carry it and
spread the awareness of the Creator. Until we come to the G-d Blessed
Sainted Land; to the true and complete Redemption through our Righteous
Redeemer the Moshiach.

12) This is especially an instruction for Jewish women, since it is well known
that when it came to donating materials and time to Sanctuary they pledged
themselves even before the men.

Similarly in this Spiritual desert where myriads of Jews live in a wasteland of
desolation void of anything Jewish or holy, the women have the great and
everlasting merit to be the first to change this into a Sanctuary to G-d.

And foremost in importance is teaching young children. Although it is never
too late to learn, but we see clearly, that if we raise children in a conscious
direction of meaningful Torah life at an early age we merit much more

blessing and with greater and better results.

Translated by Yankel Meislin

Produced by Dovid Gilbert

Edited by the Future Rabbis Learning in Tomchei T'mimim & the Rabbis of Ohr Tmimim
Thanks to everyone else who helped that 1 forgot to mention
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Parshas Bamidbar Sicha 2

1) This week's Torah portion tells us that after Moses counted the Jews in the
desert G-d said told him to “Bring near the tribe of Levi” and make them the
representatives of all the Jews to do the service in the Sanctuary,
subsequently in the Temple and thereby draw down to them all the blessing
from G-d.

Similarly today, the totally devoted and 'righteous’ Jews (Tzadikim) have the
ability to do the same.

2) The Midrash explains this with the verse “The Righteous flourish like palm
trees he grows tall like a cedar in Lebanon” (Ps. 92:13).

But the Ba’al Shem Tov (Who passed away on first day of Shavous, the day
when The Torah was given) explained that this refers to 2 kinds of Tzadikim.

Those who are compared to a date tree, and those which are likened to a

cedar.

A cedar tree has in it many advantages, it is strong, tall and beautiful, but it
doesn’t yield fruits, whereas a palm tree may lack these stately qualities but it
flourishes; it makes beautiful and sweet fruits which give strength and health

to those who eats them.

Similarly the righteous people (and, at least potentially, all Jews are righteous

as it is written “The entire nation is Righteous').

There are those who, like cedar trees; learn Torah, do Mitzvahs but for
themselves alone. They are righteous people and receive great rewards from
G-d, like an impressive tree; spiritually strong, tall and beautiful- but have no
time for others. They have reached a sort of perfection but not the ultimate
type that G-d wants.

The ultimate potential of every Jew is to be like a flourishing palm tree that
brings good and sweet fruit, i.e. give away of one’s own time ability and
energy to affect other Jews; that the second Jew should reveal their potential
as Tzadikim as well. On which it states like a palm tree that flourishes.

3) The aforementioned explanation of the verse, The Ba’al Shem Tov gave
over to his students and his student’s students, among which was the Alter
Rebbe [the fist leader of the Chabad Movement] and continued until the
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[Previous Lubavitcher] Rebbe [and to the current Rebbe] who demand that

must strive for and can achieve both.

We can serve Hashem with the first way and have advantage of being
spiritually 'tall, strong and beautiful' while also devoting our time and energy
to others until the inner powers of our soul effect not only other Jews but

our the entire surroundings.
This is the path of light [of G-d]; to transform darkness to light.

4) The aforementioned was the path and obligation of the tribe of Levi; to
live not only for themselves alone but rather as the representatives and

leaders of the Jews.

And today this is demanded from each of us. We need to lead ourselves in
this path that the Ba’al Shem Tov has given to us. We must make both
ourselves and everyone around us into flourishing trees with good sweet
fruits. We must devote our soul and life to developing our deepest potentials
to affect everything around us until the entire world is as it should be; pure,
refined, filled with light, joy and holiness with Moshiach NOW!!



